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elcome to the summer edition of the
Driving Light! This is the quarterly
publication of the Buckeye Chapter of the
BMW Car Club of America. But it is much
more than just a magazine! Here you will
discover what is happening across all areas of
the Buckeye BMW CCA. Each area governor
will talk about exciting events that have
transpired as well as future plans to serve the
members in their area. You can get to know
your officers and other fellow Buckeyes who
volunteer their time to share their passion for
BMW. Read on, and you may find that it is not
just about the cars!
Thanks to the efforts of Jaynee and Tim
Beechuk, the Spring Kick-Off Party and Car
Corral at Mid-Ohio went off without a hitch.
DRIVERS OF ALL SKILL LEVELS INVITED!

Join us for the 2019 Buckeye Chapter

Mid-Ohio
Drivers’ School
August 16-18, 2019
Registration is open now!
Go to buckeyebmwcca.org and click on Drivers’ Schools,
then just select the school to sign up on motorsportreg.com
The terrific Saturday Night Dinner is included!
Check-in is Friday, August 16 at our headquarters motel,
Quality Inn and Suites, 419-886-7000

Nick Schumacher
Buckeye Chapter
President
The food, company, and the location were all
excellent. There was a bit more rain, and a lot
more mud, than anyone wanted, but it was a
great event. See pictures in this issue
There are some big events set for this
summer and fall! The BMW CCA Buckeye
Chapter HPDE at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course
is the weekend of August 16-18 (see ad below),
so don't wait to sign up at motorsportreg.com
and check out the track.
Another event not to be missed is the 50th
Annual BMW CCA Oktoberfest, October 1519 in Greenville, South Carolina. This promises
to be the biggest and best O'fest in the history
of the club, with track events at the BMW
performance center, drives and dinners
thoughout the beautiful Greenville area, and
the opportunity to visit the new BMW CCA
headquarters and the BMW CCA Foundation.
Hotels and events are filling up quickly, so
don't delay! Go to bmwcca.org for complete
details and registration information.

Two years ago I had the opportunity to
attend the national BMW CCA leadership
conference in Dallas, and I learned a few useful
tidbits of information. My E39 5-series isn't
exactly new anymore, and it needs some maintenance and repairs. If you are anything like
me, you’ll embark on a journey digging though
manuals, guides, videos, and forums to find
the best possible way to make the repair. It
turns out you don’t have to do that if you don’t
want to. Did you know that you have access to
car knowledge professionals through the club?
Technical service advisors are available with
your BMW CCA membership. Another handy
resource is the car club’s ombudsman, who can
advocate for members and negotiate with

various parties to help resolve problems.
Perhaps the most impressive benefit that
members have is the BMW CCA Foundation,
located near the BMW Plant Spartanburg, in
South Carolina. It is the largest museum in
the Americas that is dedicated to the history
of the BMW marque, and you can learn about
the history of the club as well. There are over
50,000 items in the museum, and it belongs
to us! It is worth a visit to the 7-acre campus.
The current exhibit is called "Passion", and it
is outstanding! See Tim Beechuk's article and
photos in this issue.
The BMW CCA Foundation is not just a
museum. One of our chapter’s core values
is to encourage safe and skillful driving.
The Foundation has a program that does an
amazing job at this initiative: Tire Rack Street
Survival. It is estimated that 1,000 teens are
injured in an automobile accident and sent to
the emergency room every day. Through the
Tire Rack Street Survival program, coaches
volunteer to help teens gain invaluable experience in controlling their car.
Our chapter is lucky to have some key
players who work very hard to make Street
Survival a success. A few years ago, our Mark
Jeanmougin was named a Circle of Excellence
Winner, and Jaynee Beechuk was named the
Hero of the Year! The chapter makes donations

in support of this program each year. Check
streetsurvival.org for schools being held in
your area. Volunteers are always needed!
Please contact Mark Jeanmougin for information to be a part of this rewarding program.
Which area of the Buckeye Chapter is
closest to you? If you aren't sure, don’t worry.
Area governors are located in Cincinnati,
Columbus, Dayton, and Toledo. While we do
have chapter-wide events, and BMW CCA has
national events, these areas are here to serve
you and your community. Each area holds
regular social gatherings for food and beverage
with fellow Buckeyes as well as special events
such as visits to car museums, independent
repair shops, and dealerships to see some
incredible cars. Contact your area governor to
find out what is happening in your region. Get
involved and share your ideas for events in
your region or across the chapter.
If you have any questions, please reach out
to membership chair Jaynee Beechuk. And if
you happen to live in between two different
regions, you are welcome to participate in
both of them! Check out Facebook and the
Buckeye Chapter website (buckeyebmwcca.
org) for meeting times and locations. Here’s
to lots of open sunroof weather over the
coming months.
See you at an event! ■

Images from past Tire Rack
Street Survival schools
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Yes, it was wet on Saturday and dry on
Sunday, but it was muddy all weekend!
None of it dampened the enthusiasm
of the fifty or so stalwart Buckeye and
Allegheny chapter members in the
Buckeye Chapter Car Corral at
Mid-Ohio during the Acura Sports Car
Challenge on May 4th and 5th.

Top: Battles are tight
and furious in the
GTLM class
Near Right: Garage
passes get you close
to teams and cars.
Far right: Tim and
Jaynee Beechuk put
this event together;
Mike Renner of BMW
made the ride-alongs
exciting.
Lower right: View of
the Carousel from our
corral tent
Below: BMW also
brought some
historical eye candy
for the weekend

By
Tim Beechuk

Finding
in South Carolina

H

ow do you describe
the dynamic history of an organization
that began with the passion of a few
owners of an enthusiast automobile? As
we often say, it’s the cars that brought us
together, but it’s the people that cause us
to stay. That is the story of PASSION, the
latest exhibit at the BMW CCA Foundation
museum in Greer, South Carolina, that
highlights the 50-year history of our Club.
The opening of this, the latest show
in a string of spectacular displays at the
Foundation, was held on the Friday before
the Vintage, the classic car extravaganza
held in Hot Springs, NC. You’ll find more
info on the Vintage written elsewhere in
this issue. The openings of the Foundation
exhibits have been held on the day before
The Vintage to allow many of those
attendees to enjoy the exhibit before

Even the parking lot is a major attraction...

The amazing handbuilt 2002 touring...

Wonderful cars; historical displays; a great show...

cruising up to Hot
Springs. The Foundation
Open House and
PASSION opening drew
about 500 enthusiastic
visitors to the show.
Aside from the wonderful exhibit, it was fun
just wandering through the parking area to see a host
of interesting cars.
I think the hit of the attendee’s cars was a 2002
that was masterfully turned into a full, square-back
touring. Really beautiful work. Inside the museum, there
were two other events to keep the patrons from just
drooling on the exhibit’s cars. 		
Firstly, Jackie Jouret, famed auto journalist and
the writer of the PASSION exhibit book, wandered
through the display from car to car with stories about
each one. The owners who were present stood by their
cars for some detailed background on each vehicle.
After this, Jackie personally autographed any PASSION
Continued...
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Continued...

Jackie, far right, leading the panel discussion...

Lance White's rare M5 Touring is here...

The unique expression that is "Rusty Slammington"...

books bought at the show. Later in the afternoon, Jackie emceed a panel discussion with stories
of the past fifty years.
There were 22 cars in the PASSION exhibit, but they were only the icing on the display.
The stories told with the images, quotes and descriptions on the walls were the heart of the
history and passion of our Club. The cars were chronologically staged, starting with Mike Self’s
classic 2002, the car that started it all with the Club. Ending up the walk through time was
Scott Blazey’s sweet i8. Between these were the rest of the significant cars that shaped our
Club. About in the middle of this path was another Buckeye’s contribution, Lance White’s immaculate E34 Euro M5 touring. Most of the cars were just normal drivers. Not racers, not overly
modified, just what you would drive home from the dealer after an excited purchase from that
era. They told the story of our
passion for the marque and our
friends in the Club that drove
something similar. Of course
there had to be a couple
specialties in the mix. Ron
Checca’s well turned out E36
Club Race car representing all
of the Club Racers out there.
There was the Stars and
Our Mike Self provides background on his one-owner 2002... Stripes X5 from BMW North
America’s collection. Also,
hoping you had your tetanus
shots before you got too close,
was the over the top "Rusty Slammington", that made you wonder who would
deign to drive this chopped, widened and monster-engined E28.
Each era had its wall area, with what was happening at that time in the
Club, and who was moving us forward. It was great to look back at who we were
when the Club was young, and how we've aged through the years. Why, in these
pictures, some of our friends had hair a color other than gray! There also was a
wall highlighting our big yearly rendezvous, Oktoberfest. These walls, with their
images and stories, are what our Club is. This exhibit is something that every
Club member should see, to get a feel for our history. The cars are a beautiful
timeline, but the real essence of what we are is in the stories and images on the
walls. If you are attending O’Fest this fall, you’ll have time at the Foundation to
absorb this exhibit. If you aren’t going to
O’Fest, but are somewhere in the area of
the museum this year, you should stop
by and take this in. Buy the book, too.
It’s extremely well-written, and a great
remembrance of our first fifty years. ■

Well curated history adds context to the cars on display...

A Very Fine Vintage
Blessed by warm (ok, hot) sun and gentle breezes, The Vintage was
a happy gathering of over 650 vintage BMWs of every description, and the
equally unique folks who maintain and love them.

*

Main image: The 5-series was the featured model this
year, and they were very well represented.
Row 1 left: A study in contrasts
Row 1 center: The BMW CCA and BMW CCA Foundation
are both event sponsors and had booths at the show
Row 1 right: This immaculate E30 M3 was damaged a
few days before the show, so the owner wrote an account
of the incident right on the fender and brought it anyway!
Row 2 left: More contrast: Rare 745i limo and an Isetta

*

* Row 2 center: Many hard-to-find parts change hands at
the show.

Row 2 right: The e9s grouped together, as they do.
Row 3: Being featured means you get the coveted shady
side of the park.
All credit goes to Scott Sturdy and his intrepid team of
volunteers for putting together another successful show.
It has become an unmissable event on the calendar of
any fan of vintage BMWs and a good time. ■

* Images courtesy of Rawlston Shamik
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Marshall
Garrison
Cincinnati
Area
Governor

Disclaimer: Neither the Buckeye
Chapter nor BMW CCA, Inc. is
affiliated with BMW AG or BMW NA
or any other commercial enterprise.
The statements contained herein
are solely the words of the authors,
and no endorsement or guarantee of
fitness is implied by their publication.
Some modifications described herein
may void your warranty, or violate State
or Federal laws for street applications.
If in doubt about any repair or
modification, consult your dealer or
other expert before undertaking it.
All articles are the opinion of the
authors, and modifications outlined
herein might void warranties, anger
the neighbors or invoke plagues of
locusts. Some exclusions may apply,
your mileage may vary.

Summer! Wait... whaaat? Well, hey, at least there’s still a month until the longest
day of the year. The main doings here of late in the Cincinnati Area have been our
monthly meetups. 		
In March, we gathered at Mac’s Pizza Pub in Fairfax for our usual pizza and
salad fare, and also welcomed several new and recently new faces; always great to
see newcomers, it made for a great time!
With an April schedule conflict at Mac’s for our usual second Wednesday
meeting day, it was time to try something a little different. So we hit up the China
Gourmet in Hyde Park to sample their fare, which everyone seemed to enjoy; the
consensus was to do it again sometime. We’ll be back!
There was lots happening in May, unfortunately all I could make was our May
meeting, so no doubt others will report on the IMSA Corral at Mid-Ohio, The
BMW CCA Foundation’s new “Passion” exhibit opening, and the Vintage. For us,
we were back at Mac’s to enjoy more pizza, camaraderie, and bimmer enthusiasm!
The Cincy Area’s first Street Survival
teen-driver coaching event will have
just wrapped by the time this goes out,
but, if you have a teen driver or know
anyone who does, we have another one
coming right up Saturday, June 22nd,
at Deerfield Crossing in Mason. Check
out http://streetsurvival.org/ for info,
and clicking on the event listing takes
you straight to registering on
motorsportreg.com.
As for summer plans, don’t forget the 41st Ault Park Concours D’Elegance
on June 9th, which is always a stand-out show, and the Arthritis Foundation
fund-raiser to help combat juvenile arthritis as well as assisting afflicted children
and families.
June and July meeting plans are not yet set, so stay tuned for email
announcements on those. August is our pot-luck picnic in Sharon Woods, which
due to some scheduling issues this year, will be a week earlier than our usual
meeting day. So, it will be the FIRST Wednesday in August, which is August 7th.
Expect emails with details, rsvp info, and plans in July.
Our main chapter event for the year is always our high-performance driving
education weekend at Mid-Ohio, coming right up again as usual, in August, the
weekend of Aug. 16-18. If you’ve ever wondered what it would be like to pilot
your bimmer around one of the country’s premier road courses, this is your
chance; don’t wait! Registration is open now, see the ad in this issue, or head to
https://buckeyebmwcca.org/driving-schools-racing/ for all the details and registration link. And that, as they say, will pretty much be a wrap for the summer – hard
to believe, it’ll be here and gone before you know it! So, here’s to hoping everyone
can get out there for some quality time with their bimmers, in whatever fashion,
as we move into summertime and out of this all-too-wet spring!
‘Til next time… ■

area news

Mark Arnold
Columbus
Area
Governor

Top: John Edwards explains
the many functions of the
M8 steering wheel
Above: Young James Arnold
working on his driver's pout.

Hello Buckeye Chapter! The last few months have really flown by and there has been plenty of
BMW events to keep club members busy. Our goal has always been to give back as best we can
to the members and try to involve as many as we can. I’d like to think Chuck and I have been
continuing to build on the great foundation laid out by our previous leadership.
To continue to try and get new people to come to meetings we’ve been moving the meeting
location around Columbus and found that people really like to show up in the Dublin area!
In March we packed the private dining room at the Mellow Mushroom and had a great
time with some good food and conversation. In April we continued the streak with 20+ people
at the Rusty Bucket, again, filling up their private dining room, down to the last free chair. I’m
really excited to see all the new members coming to check out our monthly socials. I am just as
thrilled to see all the familiar and faithful faces that come each month to help welcome our
new members.
The spring kick-off party and race at Mid Ohio was fantastic, a huge thank you to Jaynee and
Tim for putting that together. The tent was awesome to have during the rain. The location was
amazing, being able to see all the cars power through the carousel and blast down the
front straight. The parking was really convenient, once you found it, and no one got
stuck, as far as I’m aware. All of these things contributed to an amazing weekend.
We just had our May meeting at the Performance Auto Spa and the turnout was
fantastic! We had close to 30 people show up and everyone really seemed to enjoy
the location and Tim’s talk on the various ways to take care of your car’s appearance.
On display was a local members M2 belonging to Kyle, as well as Tim’s Maserati
GranSport and Nissan R32 Skyline. Thanks to Garrick for suggesting the event and
making it happen. We also had a food truck come from Barley 31 that had some
amazing food options and I think that was a huge success as well, thanks to Jessica
for another fantastic recommendation! Mellow Mushroom and Rusty Bucket were
her idea as well.
Coming up is our Go Karting outing on Saturday, June 15th at Buckeye Raceway Electric Indoor Karting. This is a call out to all the driving enthusiasts of
the Buckeye region. Come see how you stack up against your fellow members
and enjoy some friendly competition and a bite to eat. I’m also hoping to make
a summertime tradition of making one of the monthly socials at the Columbus
Hofbrauhaus, look out for that in July or August!
As always, we love member suggestions. If you have ideas for future events
please reach out to us at columbus@buckeyebmwcca.org. And a huge thank you
to those of you that have contributed your time and
ideas already, we really appreciate it! ■

Photos courtesy of
Mark Arnold

Above: Tim's detailing talk
Right: The parking lot is always a big part of the fun
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area
news

Alex Watts
Dayton Area
Vice Governor

The Dayton Area has had a busy three months to report.
In March, we had a great turnout at Fly Boys Deli, located at the Fairfield Commons. The
food and beer selection was very good. They have a nice semi-private room. We will definitely
be back.
Our April meeting was at Euro Classics. Dale Oakes, the owner/manager, took us through
the shop and showed us the BMW 503 they are restoring. This mid 50’s two door Grand Touring
coupe is the less well known sister to the BMW 507 roadster. The 503 had just been painted a
deep midnight blue and is starting toward reassembly. This will be a truly rare and beautiful car
when it is finished. They hope to show the car at Amelia Island next March. After the shop tour,
Dale escorted us to the garage where Rick Grant’s collection of classic cars is housed. For me,
this may be my personal fantasy car collection. There are at least 40 classic sports cars of almost
every top European marque. They are all kept in ready-to-drive condition and Dale can answer
almost any question about each car. His knowledge and the stories behind each car kept us
entertained all evening. We finally had to take our leave and adjourned to a favorite old school
restaurant, Treasure Island. It was a great evening. Usually, we tour Euro Classics about every
two years. If you missed your chance this year, check your emails when 2021 rolls around.
Our May meeting will have been at the Fly Boys Deli, at the Fairfield Commons in Beavercreek. (Breaking news: Unfortunately canceled due to damage from the tornadoes that swept
through Dayton a few days before. – ed.) We are looking forward to adding another new
location for our monthly meetings.
June will be a return to see our friends at Voss Village BMW. Aaron, our previous contact
salesman has been chosen to be the new sales manager at Voss. We are happy for him, but will
not get to see him as often. The good news is, we should actually have a chance to drive the
new X7 SUV from BMW. They may have the new M3, but we will not get to drive it. Voss sponsored meetings are at 6:00 PM, and the date is June 25th. Voss furnishes dinner as well. Please
come for the event.
The last news is that Chuck Craves and I have switched roles. Chuck has been elected
governor and I, Alex Watts, am the vice governor. Thank you, Chuck.
As always, if you think of a restaurant or auto-related place to tour, please let us know and
we will check it out.
Watch your email for notices of car shows or events in which our
Dayton Area BMW CCA members can participate.
Summer is here, get your BMW out for a drive! ■

Scenes from our tour of
Euro Classics
Top: Dale (far right) describes
some of the collection
Above: The freshly painted 503
Right: A customer's restored
California Special Mustang

Above: The collection is an eclectic mix of
extraordinary cars
Right: A lovely, award-winning 507

area news

Phil Ross
Toledo
Area
Governor
Please accept my apologies for missing several local area meetings.
I was on an 11-week, 6000 mile road trip through the Southeast,
escaping the ravages of winter. Along the way, I met one Virginia
State Trooper, saw four CARVANA vending machines (like the one
on TV), a Sunshine Chapter gathering of Bimmerphiles with Northern Ohio Chapter Snow Birds and an Auto-Gyro plane, one Falcon
9 rocket launch at Cape Canaveral, Kennedy Space Center, Talladega
Superspeedway, International Motorsports Hall of Fame, Barber
Motorsports Park and Vintage Motorsports Museum (a Porsche
Experience was in progress), Home of the Crimson Tide, Elvis’s
Tupelo birthplace, and home until age 11, Natchez Trace Parkway
(think Blue Ridge and Pony Express), Home of the Ragin' Cajuns,
Vicksburg National Civil War Park, Bourbon Street and surrounds
complete with Hand Grenade, Hurricane and Cyclone beverages,
the Mississippi River at flood stage, The Alamo and San Antonio
Riverwalk, Galveston Island and a Half-Iron Man Swim/Ride/Run
Competition, VooDoo Doughnuts in Austin, Circuit of the Americas
(COTA, site of the American Formula 1 Race) with an Audi Experience and Go-Kart race track, the Austin County Fair and Rodeo with
Mutton Races, Turkey Races and Monkey Jockeys, Houston Space
Center and Branson, Missouri attractions.
After getting home on Easter Sunday I realized that NW Ohio
was about a month behind Springtime, but I did make it to the
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course lob-lolly and the Buckeye Chapter Car
Corral, with box lunches and Taco Bar. IMSA races were the main
event, but I did snag a Hot Lap ride with Mike Renner of the BMW
Performance Center in a new M5 Competition. Sweet! I was doublebooked for the day and had to leave early, but was able to listen to
the race on Sirius XM radio on my way home and watch it later on
recorded media.
That brings us up to the present, when it’s now time to look
ahead and make plans that include this year’s Oktoberfest in Greenville, SC. It’s the Big One, celebrating the Club’s 50th Anniversary,
with plenty of activities in and around the BMW Zentrum, Performance Center and Manufacturing Facility, not to mention the BMW
Foundation and the new venue for the CCA. I’ve made reservations,
but Rhonda is apprehensive, since she learned that she’s allergic to
bee stings the last time we visited Greenville. Anyway, do your best
to get to the event in October.
I’d like to hear from the Toledo Area members regarding areas of
interest that we can find to expand our BMW experiences. ■
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