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by Nick Schumacher

Hi, my name is Nick Schumacher, and I am 
the new President of the Buckeye Chapter. 
First off, I would like to thank George Saylor 
for his many years of excellent leadership of 
the chapter. George has served in that capacity 
twice, and always with distinction. On behalf 
of the entire chapter I say thanks, George!

  Now a bit about me. I have been a BMW 
driver since 2005, a chapter member since 
2011 and for the past few years I’ve been the 
Dayton Area Governor. I currently live in 
downtown Dayton, conveniently close to Brixx 
Ice Company where Dayton Area meetings are 
held. I did not grow up in a BMW family, but 
in college I managed to scrounge up enough 
cash to make my first official automobile 

PRESIDENT‘S UPDATE 

purchase. It was a 1995 318ti, and despite 
being a high-mileage car with a few nicks and 
dings, it met all my criteria. It was a stylish 
hatchback that was relatively small, economical, 
fun-to-drive, and not something you saw 
every day in the rural Midwest. Although the 
car was a bit worn, and was probably more 
aftermarket than BMW by the time I acquired 
it, I still became an enthusiast of the BMW 
marque. It did have a few issues, mostly due to 
age and neglect, but the previous owners were 
very handy and came up with some unique 
solutions to “fix” these problems. When the 
button to roll down the driver-side window 
was pushed, it would sometimes fall into the 
console. When the button worked, the window 
would frequently fall off its track. On the 
bright side, the entire door panel could easily 
be removed by loosening a couple drywall 
screws to allow access to the window regulator, 
and when beaten with a hammer, marginal 
functionality could be restored without needing 
to replace it. It was a great car for a thrifty 
college student.
  My experience with the 318ti was positive 
overall, and I got some necessary life lessons 
early on. I learned that proper care and main-
tenance was important to the longevity of the 
car, and I knew that I would do a better job at 
keeping my next car a BMW for life. I got my 
chance at this a couple years later when I was 
driving to work one morning and someone 
decided to cross the highway intersection 
while I was on the highway. The 318ti was a 
total loss, but my lamenting abruptly ended 
when I found an E39 528i, which is still my 
daily driver. On a mission to understand the 
ins and outs of my newer car, and keep it 
running as intended, I found several online 
resources and began to maintain the 528i 
per the recommendations of the enthusiast 
community. Keeping up an older car has 
enabled me to appreciate the long-lasting 
quality and performance that BMW offers. 
To add to this satisfaction, I stumbled upon 
the BMW CCA, began to attend Dayton area 
events, and have got to know some wonderful 
people and fellow enthusiasts. This experience 
has made my BMW much more than just a car.

August 18-20, 2017
Registration is open now!
Go to buckeyebmwcca.org and click on Drivers’ Schools, 
then just select the school to sign up on motorsportreg.com
The terrific Saturday Night Dinner is now included! 

Check-in is Friday, August 18 at our 
headquarters motel, Quality Inn and Suites, 419-886-7000

D R I V E R S  O F  A L L  S K I L L  L E V E L S  I N V I T E D !

Join us for the 2017 Buckeye Chapter 

Mid-Ohio 
Drivers’ School
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This has been my second time around as President of the Buckeye Chapter (a 3-year term followed by a 2-year term). The 
first time had a steep learning curve, with many interesting lessons. Just prior to being elected as President for the first time, 
I represented the Buckeye Chapter at the Chapter Congress, hosted by the National office. This was an extremely valuable 
experience and it fortunately provided me with the necessary tools to manage the Buckeye Chapter throughout my tenure. 

 The Chapter Congress this year is at the end of March, and is, again, for Chapter Presidents 
and Treasurers. Our in-coming President, Nick Schumacher, and our Treasurer Tanya Carter will 
be attending. I am pleased that they will benefit from the numerous learning opportunities and 
networking afforded by the Congress. It will serve them well as they guide the Buckeye Chapter 
in the future.
 The Chapter cannot function without the participation and guidance of our Board, comprised 
of the Area Governors and Vice-Governors. These are the folks that vote during our Board 
meetings and are tasked with making decisions on behalf of our membership. The President “guides 
the ship,” while the Board is the engine driving it. Suffice to say that any success of the President 
can be attributed to the Board and the various others (Committee Chairs and members) who work 
tirelessly on your behalf. During both tenures as President I was fortunate to be aided by a great 
group of people.
 In order to adequately express why I enjoy participating in the BMW CCA and the Buckeye 
Chapter, I must humbly mention my recent major award. During the Holiday Party this year, several 
members were recognized for their work. Mark Jeanmougin received the Street Survival Circle 
of Excellence award, and Jaynee Beechuk received the award as Volunteer of the Year for the Tire 

  As Dayton Area Governor, I have tried to 
hold meetings and events that pique the 
interest of our members. I have done my best 
to involve our group in the local community, 
and to keep our members up-to-date with 
what is happening in other areas. I will apply 
many of the same efforts on behalf of the 
entire chapter. I think the chapter needs to 
continue to serve its members by offering a 
variety of social events, while also being 
receptive to new ways to make a BMW CCA 
membership valuable to each person in the 
Buckeye Chapter.
  I have some ideas of my own, but would 
like to hear from all of you as to what you feel 
the chapter is doing well, and what you would 
like to see it do. Do you want more track 
events, more social events, more tours? Have 
ideas about places to go, things to see, roads to 
travel? The chapter is not just an organization; 
the chapter is every one of you, and it is only 
as good as each of us helps make it.
  In the near future we have our Spring 
Kick-off Party at the home of Dohn and 

Marsha Roush on Saturday, May 13. See the ad 
in this issue. Come for a pleasant afternoon of 
food, friendship, and tire kicking. Later in the 
summer we have the Buckeye Chapter August 
Drivers’ School at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course 
on August 18-20, an opportunity to develop 
your driving skills in a safe, well-organized 
and controlled environment. In between these 
excellent chapter events are your monthly 
area meetings and national events such as The 
Vintage in Asheville, North Carolina (May 
19-21), the 48th Annual Oktoberfest (July 
11-15 in New Orleans), and the Pittsburgh 
Vintage Grand Prix (July 14-16). We will add 
more events to the calendar as we move into 
the year, so check out the Buckeye Chapter 
website for more details.
  Thank you for the opportunity to serve 
you as Chapter President. I look forward to 
representing the Buckeye Chapter and working 
with area governors to plan a great year ahead. 
I also look forward to meeting all of you at 
Chapter events and meetings. 
 Let the fun begin! ■

by George Saylor
PAST PRESIDENT‘S POSTDATE 
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Rack Street Survival School program. Both recipients 
were quite surprised when Bill Wade asked them to 
come forward to receive their respective awards. Prior 
to Bill’s presentations Jaynee Beechuk talked about the 
Glenn Lucas Fellowship Award. 
 I had the honor as President of the Buckeye 
Chapter to participate in the development of the Glenn 
Lucas Sportsmanship Award in 2009. Through the efforts 
of many of our members, we developed a program 
to honor the memory of Glenn ‘Doc’ Lucas, who was 
an avid and much-appreciated Club Racer from the 
Buckeye Chapter who had passed away just a few 
months earlier. A perpetual trophy was created from the 
remnants of one of Glenn’s race engines, and plaques 
were obtained for the annual award, to be given to a 
Club Racer who embodied the spirit of sportsmanship 
for which Glenn was well known. We were fortunate 
to host a BMW Club Race as part of our Driver’s School 
in October of 2009. At the traditional Saturday evening 
dinner for school participants and racers, we said many 
kind words about Glenn and unveiled the perpetual 
trophy. We then announced the winner of the very 
first annual Sportsmanship Award – Glenn Lucas. The 
annual award took on a life of its own at the national 
level, and the Buckeye Chapter chose to present a 
“Fellowship” award in Glenn’s honor within the chapter.

 It was during the time of the development of the 
trophy and annual awards and coordination of the 
dinner presentation in 2009 that I heard from many of 
Glenn’s fellow racers, chapter members, and friends. I 
was struck by the sincerity of their words, and the depth 
of their grief. I was awestruck by the sheer force of will 
of our members to come together, raise funds for the 
award trophies, and coordinate events culminating in 
the trophy presentation. I believe this was probably my 
proudest moment as President of the chapter. This year 
during the Holiday Party I was honored to receive the 
Glenn Lucas Fellowship Award for 2017.
 Trust me, I only mention this to set up the closing 
of my message to you as your (past) President. In a 
later article for the Driving Light, and under the guise of 
discussing the throes of maintaining membership levels 
of organizations like the Buckeye Chapter, I mentioned 
quite extensively the impact of Glenn Lucas on his 
BMW CCA friends. At the conclusion of the article, 
after further discussing how to maintain interest in the 
organization, I said that although I spoke at length 
about Glenn Lucas, I had not known nor met him 
personally. But I knew his friends. And that’s why I 
would continue to be a member of the Buckeye Chapter. 
With that, please accept my sincere thanks for being a 
part of this organization. You make it all worthwhile. ■PO
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Scenes from an unforgettable 
Holiday Party. Thank you again, 
Lance and Diane!
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 hose of you who have been members/
 readers of the Driving Light for many years  
 may remember that my father and I own  
 an e30 track car which goes by the name of 
Betty. We’ve owned Betty since 2008, and she 
has been a relatively reliable, mildly-prepared 
track car that has kept us advancing through 
the DE ladder, and which has helped carry me 
into the level of becoming a driving instructor 
for our Buckeye Chapter. We acquired Betty 
from good friend, and longtime Buckeye 
Chapter member, Rich Evans, and have been 
faithful custodians of her ever since. 
 As we’ve advanced in our driving education 
hobby, my father and I have found that having 
a second track car would be a nice convenience, 
allowing us both to be on the track at the same 
time, if the event called for it. Plus, if dad 
potentially wanted to instruct, he would need 
to have a car of his own. As fate would have 
it, last summer we became aware that another 
good friend, Tim Beechuk, was putting his 
track car up for sale. This car, now known 
as Walter (named for its first owner, another 
good friend and longtime Buckeye member, 
Walt Berchak… do you see the trend?), is a 
1997 328is, painted Morea green metallic, has 
had extensive track prep done, including seats 
harnesses, roll bars, a fantastic TC Klein 
suspension, and just enough engine modifica-
tions to make that 328 feel like a baby M3. 
As was the case with Betty, Walter came with 
a wonderful pedigree from its two previous 
owners, and it had many years of track 
experience, so we knew it was up to the task. 

 We acquired the car in mid-June of last year, 
did some routine maintenance and updates, 
and in August brought the car to the annual 
Buckeye Chapter Drivers’ School at Mid-Ohio. 
It was the first time we had had two cars to 
prepare, work on, and of course, drive, while 
at a HPDE. What a great experience; both cars 
ran fantastic. We learned more about Walter 
than we had known before, and Betty seemed 
to enjoy getting a little more rest in between 
sessions, as previously Dad and I would go 
back-to-back with Betty during the weekend. 
 All was going so well with Walter and Betty 
that we decided to sign up in October with 
the Porsche Club and come back to Mid-Ohio 
for another driving school weekend. The 
advantages of having a second car truly showed 
themselves during this event. By Saturday 
morning Betty had developed a bad vibration 
on the left front, and it was diagnosed that 
a ball joint on the left front control arm had 
failed. Normally this would have ruined the 
remaining drive time on Saturday, as well as 
Sunday, for both Dad and me. However, with 
Walter now in our stable we could salvage the 
weekend. We packed up Betty, put her back 
on the trailer, and both drove Walter for the 
remainder of the weekend, and the little 328 
ran flawlessly. 
 We continue to modify, tweak, and update 
both cars, and are looking forward to a great 
season of driving in 2017. If you happen to 
see Walter and Betty in the paddock at your 
next event, stop by and say hello, we would be 
happy to see you. ■

Buckeye Chapter Officers
President
Nick Schumacher
nschumacher.1@gmail.com

Treasurer
Tanya Carter
tdcsys0@gmail.com

Driving Events 
 Chief Instructors
 Steve Schardt
 steve.schardt@forgeline.com
 George Thielen
 info@mobileinspections.com

 Coordinator
 Lance White
 lwhite@dcs.ms

Newsletter
Dohn Roush
dm3roush@earthlink.net

Cincinnati Area 
 Governor
 Marshall Garrison
 MHG@cinci.rr.com

 Vice Governor
 Mark Jeanmougin
 markjx@gmail.com

Columbus Area 
 Governor
 Mark Borror
 mborror.cols.bmwcca@gmail.com

 Vice Governor
 Mike Laci
 c230mike@gmail.com

Dayton Area 
 Governor
 Alex Watts
 ahwdvm@aol.com

 Vice Governor
 Chuck Craves
 ccraves@earthlink.net

Toledo Area 
 Governor
 Phil Ross
 rossviiiv@aol.com 
 Vice Governor
 Jim Troknya
 jctroknya@hotmail.com

by Erik Shifflett
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by Tim Beechuk

rom the travel genre of “my parents went to some exotic tropical isle and all I got was this t-shirt,” I offer up another 
spectacular vacation destination. Well, maybe not a place to spend a two-week winter getaway, but some really great BMW 
time for a day or two, depending on your level of involvement, and the tolerance of your significant other. You should tell your 

travel agent to start looking for accommodations in Greer, SC.
 For some time we have had a museum at the BMW CCA Foundation offices in this bustling community, which is also the home of 
the Zentrum, the U.S. BMW museum and plant that produces the mountain climbing and Soccer Mom-hauling X vehicles, except for 
the X1. At the plant, they have an interesting tour that shows how dedicated BMW is to constructing a well-built vehicle. And, just up 
the street is the Performance Center, where you can get a bit of fun driver training, like the infamous M school. The Performance Center 
is also a neat place to take delivery of your newly-ordered car; since when you do this they give you a car like what you just ordered, so 
that you can go play on their track with one of their instructors. If you want the inside info on Performance Center delivery, look me up, 
because Jaynee and I had a blast when we took delivery of our 135 there.
 The Foundation museum, which started out with some artifacts from the history of BMW and BMW Racing in the U.S., and with 
donations from a few club members, has grown into a great depository of memories that are worth a visit to see. From a couple of cars, 
a pile of questionable parts, and a lot of random literature, they now have blossomed into a true destination location for BMWphiles 
who would like to see some of the significant history of the marque. There are now a number of significant cars on loan to the 
Foundation for visitor viewing, some interesting and historic art work, unique race car parts, engines and literature. While the Zentrum 
museum was closed for nine months or so last year for renovation, BMW sent visitors to the Foundation 
museum, because they believed it to be a worthwhile destination. The museum is planning rotating 
displays of special cars for increased interest. Currently, there is a great display of Lance White’s 
outstanding 1937 328 roadster and various scale models of the car. The next planned display is of 
BMW racing history, with some of the cars shown at the 100th anniversary event at Monterey last year.
 One thing we have to look forward to is the creation of the “BMW Club Campus” at this location. 
This is in the works, to include the new building that will house the national offices of the club. The 
Club has purchased land from the Foundation, and will have their building completed in time for the
50th anniversary of the club, with O’Fest to be held in Greenville, South Carolina in 2019 and 
some events held at the new campus.
 I’ve been fortunate to be a part of the growth of this 
asset to the club, and really enjoy visiting the museum to 
see what’s new each time. I think you’ll get a kick out of 
it when you are in the area. ■

Top: The Museum 
displays.

Middle: The store.

Left: Concept for 
the “BMW Club
Campus.”

Photos courtesy of Michael Mitchell
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CINCINNATI AREA NEWS
Marshall Garrison, Cincinnati Area Governor
Greetings, fellow Buckeye Chapter and 
Cincinnati Area Members! As I write this, 
we’re already well into 2017 and two monthly 
meetings down, so there is some news as of 
late! At our January meeting we had our annual 
elections for Area Governor and Vice-Governor. 
After a few seconds of hard-fought campaigning, 
voting concluded with the outcome being that 
Mark Jeanmougin and I are trading places in 
those roles this year, and Jaynee Beechuk will 
be the Cincy Area alternate, to represent and 
vote for the area at board meetings if Mark or I 
are unable to do so. Mark, of course, deserves 
our thanks for all his past as well as continuing 
time and effort on behalf of the Cincy area and 
chapter! With any luck, hopefully I can carry 
on just as effectively as Mark has in the last 
few years. Our editor advises that introductions 
are the first order of business, so on with some 
brief introducing: 30+ year CCA and Buckeye 
chapter member; I also instruct at our chapter 
driver’s and Street Survival schools; cars are 
an e92, e30, and e34 (although the old ones 
are in project-mode at the moment). When 
the e30 isn’t in project-mode, that’s the track-
prepped car. Hopefully a few more track 
events will be on my schedule this year than 
has been the case lately!
 Elections weren’t the only thing, we also 
discussed some plans for the upcoming year. 
Our Mid-Ohio Drivers’ School is in August, 
so if you’ve been champing at the bit to learn 

Join us for the first party of the driving season, as we slip 
    out of the battery tenders, slap on a fresh coat of wax, 
                and hit the fun roads for the 2017

Spring Kick-off 
Party

Saturday, May 13, 3 pm until ?
At the home of Dohn & Marsha Roush

9385 Woodledge Pt., Dayton, Ohio 45458
Food and soft drinks provided; BYOB 

Don’t miss it!

Top: The Museum 
displays.

Middle: The store.

Left: Concept for 
the “BMW Club
Campus.”
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 With her involvement, I don’t know how 
Bill managed to keep it a secret, but he did, as 
he also announced that our Jaynee Beechuk 
was selected as the Tire Rack Street Survival 
program’s Volunteer of the Year. This too is 
very richly deserved, as anyone who knows 
Jaynee knows her passion and tireless efforts 
on behalf of TRSS; a very big congratulations 
also to Jaynee!
 Speaking of TRSS, I believe the first one 
for our area is tentatively scheduled for some-
time in April, forthcoming details tba. We’re 
always looking for volunteers to help with 
these events, so if you would like to help or 
learn more on becoming one of our driving 
coaches, just let us know. More importantly, if 
you have a teen driver or know someone who 
does and would be interested, we’ll be happy 
to answer any questions, or simply go to 
Street Survival.org.
 Our February meeting found us this 
time at Mac’s Pizza Pub in Fairfax – after the 
usual imbibing, feasting, and conviviality, the 
evening concluded by a departure in what has 
otherwise been a rare sight around here this 
winter, a snow flurry! Normally, the winter 
months would have those of us that haven’t 
escaped to warmer climes shivering, cursing, 
and counting down the days to assured 
warmer weather, but so far this winter’s just 
been a weather roller coaster, running from a 
few cold dips to unseasonably warm – no 
complaints here, I’ll take it! Hopefully the 
forecasted warm snap for the last full week 
of February isn’t some portent of a Murphy’s 
Law, in-like-a-lion March. By the time you’re 
reading this, spring will be, uh, springing, so 
I hope we all find the spring weather to be 
worthy of the season! Time to bust out the 
car-washing supplies, get your ride cleaned 
up, and take a leisurely back country drive on 
a warm, sunny day (that’s what I did yesterday). 
Hope to see you all at an upcoming meeting. 
If you’ve never been able to get to one, please, 
come on out! ‘Til next time… ■

how to drive your car more skillfully and see what it’s like on a real 
honest-to-God road course, (one of the premier ones in the country, at 
that!), check the chapter website and dig it up on motorsport.reg – never 
too early to get that on the calendar! 
 Doing a picnic in lieu of an August meeting has been popular the last 
couple of years, stay tuned for details on that later this summer – we’ll 
also be mixing up the meeting venues a bit, announcements will be sent 
via email, on the chapter Facebook page, and web site events calendar. 
If you’re not on the Cincy area email list, please email mhg@cinci.rr.com 
and we’ll get you added. If anyone has suggestions for meeting places, 
please do tell – a dedicated meeting room isn’t a necessity, but obviously 
space where a small group can dine and socialize is helpful; past 
experience has shown that beer and wine on the menu is a plus – not 
that no one shows up without it, but it helps!
 Monthly meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of the month (except 
December), 7:00 pm, locations vary/tba. The club’s national event, 
Oktoberfest, will be in New Orleans, in July this year – there is usually a 
pretty good contingent of Buckeye members (myself included). We can 
attest the BMW CCA puts on a pretty good party, so that’s something to 
consider for your schedule if you’re so inclined.
 It was Cincinnati’s turn to host the Holiday Party this year. Lance and 
Diane White once again very generously opened up their digs for the 
party and for everyone to get a gander at their amazingly impressive 
collection of rare and classic BMWs in their ever-more-refined show 
space. We’re lucky to have something so special in our area, so a very 
big thanks to Lance and Diane for their marque enthusiasm, friendship 
to the area and chapter, hard work, curatorship, generosity, and willing-
ness to share with us! A very big thanks also to Jaynee Beechuk for all of 
her hard work to make the party happen. Organizing a soirée for 200+ 
is no mean feat. Jaynee and her husband, Tim, were working on things 
for weeks ahead of time, our thanks to both for all their efforts. It was a 
great success and all in attendance thoroughly enjoyed the evening!
 The Holiday Party also brought forth the presentation of the 
Buckeye Chapter’s Glenn Lucas Fellowship Award. Our chapter president, 
George Saylor, was chosen as this year’s recipient for his dedication 
and friendship to the chapter, so, a very big congratulations to George. 
Thanks to you, also, for all you do!
 Bill Wade, National Director of the Tire Rack Street Survival 
program, was also on hand with a couple of announcements. 
 First, Mark Jeanmougin was among ten chosen from across the 
country to receive the Street Survival Circle of Excellence Award. Mark 

has done a lot with the Street Survival program 
in recent years, teaching classroom sessions 
and coaching whenever and wherever, 
so this is well-deserved – congrats, Mark!
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(continued)

COLUMBUS AREA NEWS
Mark Borror, Columbus Area Governor
In January we held our annual voting for the Columbus 
area positions and I’m happy to announce that I will 
continue as Governor and Mike Laci will fulfill the Vice 
Governor’s position for a second year. So who are we? 
See our profiles at right.
 As always, we are only as strong as our membership 
participation. Your ideas are welcome and we would 
love for you to come out to a monthly meeting and share 
them. We meet at 7:30pm, every third Wednesday, at the 
Winking Lizard, located off of Bethel Road. If you would 
like to be on our email distribution list for meeting 
notices, please contact me at mborror.cols.bmwcca@
gmail.com. ■

DAYTON AREA NEWS
Alex Watts, Dayton Area Governor
Hello Dayton area, my name is Alex Watts and I have 
been elected the new Dayton area governor. I have no 
experience at the job, but fortunately Chuck Craves 
has taken on the vice-governorship, and his experience 
should shore up any deficiencies. I hope we can match up 
to the excellent job that Nick Schumacher and Mark 
Morris have done. Dohn Roush has reminded me to get 
going on this submission, and has also given me some 
tips on my first column, so here goes.
 First of all, I’m a car guy. I don’t really know why 
some of us become car people, but my dad’s idea of high 
performance was switching from a Bonneville to a Grand 
Prix, so it’s not always a family trait. My wonderfully 
supportive wife Rebecca likes to call it a disease, but I am 
pretty sure she is kidding. I think for me, it’s the 
appreciation of a well-made machine, learning the ability 
to use it skillfully, then using it out on the road. Fortunately, 
I’ve had almost seven decades to accept this condition, 
and now that I am retired I am able to explore vintage 
racing my 1976 2002. It’s a really fun car, and is teaching 
me new skills as a mechanic and driver. The story of 
finding the car involves the help of Mike Self, of course. 
If you are looking for a 2002, who else would you call? 
That’s another story for another time.
 Secondly, I became a BMW car guy for two reasons. 
The cars, of course, and the club. In 1997 I was looking 
for a car that was something I would really enjoy driving, 
and was more dependable than some of my previous 
choices. 1964 TR4 – let’s learn about Lucas wiring. 

Strengthen the BMW CCA Foundation, one brick at a time
Help save lives and save history by ordering your personalized brick today:
www.fundraisingbrick.com/bmwccafoundation.org

City: Lewis Center 
Years in BMW CCA: About 3 years (2 years as Governor)
In the garage: 
•	 2001	BMW		Z3M	Roadster
•	 2005	BMW	545i	
•	 2006	BMW	X3 
Car History: 1980	Fiat	Brava,	1984	Chevy	Camaro,	1986	Honda	Civic	Sedan,	
1996	Toyota	Corolla,	1998	BMW	528i
Dream car: One that doesn’t cost 100k
Favorite drink: Glenmorangie Milsean or Fat Head’s Head Hunter IPA
Favorite Social Event: The Columbus Buckeye BMW CCA Hocking Hills Drive
Best advice: Righty Tighty – Lefty Loosey unless it requires a BMW 
specialty tool
Why BMW?	Because	driving	a	car	that	was	once	60K	is	a	smart	
financial decision

City: Lewis Center (It’s actually a Township, not a “real” city. Just living here to 
avoid local taxes)
Years in BMW CCA: About	10	years	overall	(taking	it	seriously	about	4)
In the garage: 
•	 2011	BMW	X5	35d	(E70)	and	three	10L	bottles	of	Diesel	Exhaust	Fluid
•	 2016	Mini	Cooper	S	4-Door	Hardtop	(Just	breaking	it	in	until	my	son	is	16)
•	 2012	Toyota	Sienna	Limited	minivan	(we	won’t	talk	about	this	one)
Car History: 
•	 1999	(E46)	318i	-	European	model.	(Should	have	brought	this	one	back		 	
from Germany)
•	 2005	(E60)	530i	
•	 2008	(E90)	335xi
•	 2011	(E70)	X5	35d
•	 2020	-	TBD
Dream car: M6	Gran	Coupe	in	Sakhir	Orange	Metallic	(If	it	has	to	be	a	BMW)
Favorite drink: Appenzeller Säntis Malt – Alpstein X (It’s a religious experience)
Favorite Social Event: The Columbus Buckeye BMW CCA meeting the third 
Wednesday of every month at The Winking Lizard - Bethel Rd. (This is a loaded 
question)
Best advice: It’s always better to regret something you have done 
than something you have not.
Why BMW? Because Audi has too many letters, not enough Fahrvergnügen

Mark Borror 
Columbus Area Governor

Mike Laci 
Columbus Area Vice Governor



BUCKEYE CHAPTER
DRIVING LIGHT 
W I N T E R  2 0 1 6 - 1 7

1967 Glas 1600GT – you may have to google 
search that one.* 1954 XK 140 FHC – don’t 
ask. I had been reading a lot of articles about 
the wonders of the e30 M3, so that was what 
I started looking for, but the few I found were 
either modified and tracked or higher mileage. 
 Then in Autoweek I saw an ad for a 1995 
e36 M3 with 24 thousand miles at a Porsche 
dealer in Cincinnati. During the test drive I 
knew this was the car and driving feel I was 
missing. Rebecca said “Go for it!” (best wife ever) 
and I was hooked on BMW. This also led me to 
the Roundel magazine and BMW CCA. I have 
always enjoyed the Roundel as a great read. It is 
very informative, has excellent writers, technical 
advice, and I always peruse the want ads. I 
joined BMW CCA, but at first I did not attend 
meetings of the local chapter. Working fifty-plus 
hours a week, and getting home at 8pm, left us 
little time for membership meetings. I have to 
admit, like many of us, most of the meetings 
I made were at Voss or Euro Classics, etc., but 
gradually I met the other members and found a 
group of really nice people. I was also attracted 
by the BMW CCA sponsorship of Street Survival. 
I have always thought our American drivers 
training was woefully inadequate, and here was 
a chance to help young people learn a higher 
level of controlling their cars. I volunteered as 
a cone wrangler when the course was at Wright 
State, and knew that when I had more time I 
would continue to be a part. It is really great 
to see the change in these kids from the early 
morning, when they appear scared, bored, 
petulant, or nervous, and then to see them at 
the end of the program, when they are confident, 
happy, talkative, and involved. I’ve been able 
to instruct at Street Survival two times, and I 
really hope maybe we can bring a course back 
to Dayton in the future.
 I am certainly open to any suggestions on 
the direction of this chapter. I will look into 
any destination meetings you are interested 
in within a reasonable drive for our members. 
Nick has set us up at Brixx for the year, but if 
something else comes up, or we want to try 
someplace new, please let me or Chuck know. 
Please remember this is your club; invite new 
people to come and check it out. Dohn sug-
gested new governors state their goals for the 

chapter. Not to pass the buck, but my goal is to 
make Dayton the chapter you want, so please 
let us hear your ideas. My email is ahwdvm@
aol.com.
 That is enough pontificating – spring is 
coming – get out and drive/ride. ■

TOLEDO AREA NEWS
Phil Ross, Toledo Area Governor
Greetings from Down Under. That’s right, 
I’m on a cruise ship off the coast of Australia, 
headed North from Sydney to our next Port 
of Call, Cairns, Australia. Three days at sea, at 
about 400 miles a day, will get us along the 
Great Barrier Reef, with opportunities to snorkel 
and scuba dive during a shore excursion.
 Since I left home on New Years Day, I’ve 
driven to Ft Lauderdale, boarded ship and 
sailed to Aruba, through the Panama Canal, 
crossing under the Pan America Highway, the 
Continental Divide and up to Los Angeles, 
where our itinerary was changed due to Pacific 
storms, forcing an overnight stay in Long 
Beach and routing us away from Hawaii and 
south to Bora Bora and Tahiti. We crossed the 
Equator and the International Dateline.
 One aspect of crossing the dateline from 
East to West is that we lost a calendar day, 
skipping ahead from Friday to Sunday, 
effectively eliminating Saturday. The Super 
Bowl was played on Sunday, in Houston, but 
we watched it live on the ship at noon on 
Monday. We were 6 time zones behind EST 
before we crossed the dateline. After we 
crossed the dateline we were 18 time zones 
ahead of EST. It posed quite a time warp 
conundrum onboard. Think about it.
 My BMW topic here is a golden Z3 2.2 
that I spotted in a Renault dealer’s garage in 
Papeete, Tahiti. I have it under good authority 
that it is a non-USA, 6-cylinder model! 
 Buckeye Chapter elections of officers was 
held last month. Jim Troknya and I continue 
to serve as Toledo Area Vice Governor and 
Governor. Look for the Grand Opening of the 
new Yark BMW dealership coming soon. Let 
me know if you are interested in seeing the 
new facilities as a Toledo Area club event and 
I’ll work to make it happen.
 See you at Tekela’s in May. ■

*I’ll save you the Google search. 
This is a Glas 1600GT. 
Cool, huh? – ed.

Disclaimer: Neither the Buckeye 
Chapter nor BMW CCA, Inc. is 
affiliated with BMW AG or BMW NA 
or any other commercial enterprise. 
The statements contained herein 
are solely the words of the authors, 
and no endorsement or guarantee of 
fitness is implied by their publication. 
Some modifications described herein 
may void your warranty, or violate State 
or Federal laws for street applications. 
If in doubt about any repair or 
modification, consult your dealer or 
other expert before undertaking it. 
All articles are the opinion of the 
authors, and modifications outlined 
herein might void warranties, anger 
the neighbors or invoke plagues of 
locusts. Some exclusions may apply, 
your mileage may vary.
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with over half of the GS/ST teams, making it a busy event 
for Steve and me. Sure, we love to watch racing and hang 
out with our friends, but we’re actually there to work. In 
the old days we would fix wheels into the wee hours, but 
thankfully most teams now run one-piece wheels, cutting 
down on the need to bring the full Forgeline rig. Now most 
of our time goes to stickering our customer’s cars and 
doing on-site quality assurance. Believe it or not, wheels are 
often not a main concern to a team, so we routinely check 
torques and inspect for cracks, possibly saving our 
customers from catastrophic failures.
 With more freedom available to us, we get to know our 
teams much better. and do things like climb into cockpit of 
the GTLM Corvette Racing #3 car. It just so happens that 
one of our customers is also the primary engine designer 
for the team. and he allowed us to see what it’s like from the 
inside of one of the most successful racing teams in the U.S. 
Ok, ok, I know it’s not a BMW. but you just don’t pass 
up these kinds of opportunities, and we were certainly 
impressed! The Corvette Racing team, like many others, 
takes great care to ensure their drivers are safe, with 
multiple crush zones, and comfortable, with air-conditioned  
seats, while hammering down the front straight. I was even 
impressed to see that someone had thought to include a left 
leg strap so your clutch leg wasn’t just dangling about on 
the banked raceway. 
 Another bonus this year is that Forgeline was officially 
“homologated” to the GT4 Ford Mustang that premiered at 
Daytona with teams Multimatic and Kohr Motorsports. For 
those unfamiliar with the term, homologation means that a 
car manufacturer, like Ford, has officially granted approval, 
after strenuous certification and testing, for our wheels 
to be sold as production equipment. The new FP350S, a 
track-ready Ford Shelby, also offers Forgeline wheels as an 
option. Car manufacturers must produce a limited run of 
homologated race cars in order to legitimately race, so we’re 
happy to be part of the Ford family. By the time this article 
appears, Forgeline will also be homologated on the new 
GT4 Camaro, which we hope to see in Sebring this spring. 
 When it all came down to those last minutes of the 
Continental race, we both love and hate that only three cars 
will podium in each class. It’s like having to pick your 
favorite child, because you love ALL of them. This year 
teams who ran Forgeline wheels placed one, two, and 
three in GS and second and third in ST – not a bad way to 
kick off the year! Coming in March we’re in St. Petersburg, 
Florida for the first World Challenge race, so friend me on 
FB so you can see all the behind-the-scenes fun! ■

Winning
I’ve now attended about a dozen Rolex 24 
Hours of Daytona race weekends, and I have 
to admit, it’s the perfect fix for a track junkie 
who’s “barely” endured what seems to be 
a way-too-long off-season. Just when you 
thought your hearing has finally come back, 
and your feet stopped hurting, it is time to do 
it all over again, in a big way! The Rolex 24 is 
the premier sports car endurance race in the 
U.S., one leg of the Triple Crown of endurance 
racing (Sebring 12-hour and Petit LeMans 
6-hour) and has run nearly every year since 
1966 (Only once was the race canceled, in 
1974, and then in 1972 the race lasted only 
6 hours, due the stifling energy crisis). This 
multi-class race combines the intensity of non-
stop racing with wildly different constructors 
to provide a heart-pumping thrill-inducing 
rush that beats no other. 
 In addition to the featured 24-hour race, 
there are several support races to enjoy, 
including the Continental Tire Sports Car 
Challenge, which is where our beloved BMWs 
like to play. James Clay of Bimmerworld hosted 
two F30 328i’s this year, #81 (Greg Liefooghe 
and Ari Balogh) and #84 (James Clay, Tyler 
Clary and Tyler Cooke), in the Street Tuner 
(ST) category during this year’s 4-hour race.  
 Previous endurance races for GS and ST 
classes lasted just three hours, so adding an 
hour meant a whole new level of worry, cost, 
and competition. Although the cars suffered 
several setbacks, the #81 finished seventh 
and the #84 finished 14th overall, not bad 
considering there are 40 cars between the 
two classes. Other BMWs did prevail during 
the Rolex 24, including the Turner Motors-
ports team, car #96, who managed an eighth 
place finish with their debut of the GTD M6. 
The Rahal Letterman Lanigan (RLL) team 
also finished eighth in their BMW M6 in the 
GTLM category. It isn’t hard to imagine doing 
a 1:44.759 lap on a 3.25 mile track, because 
these cars look fast just standing still!
 It just so happens that while BMW is 
my favorite manufacturer, Forgeline works 
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Go to www.buckeyebmwcca.org for the latest event information, maps and updates.


