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by Tim Beechuk

Time after time… Not a new short story from 
H.G. Wells, and not really a new story from 
Buckeye Chapter. 
 We have a lot of interesting and fun events, 
get togethers, parties and meetings, but time after 
time it’s the same people organizing and running

these happenings. We have great participation 
and lots of helpers, but we need some newer 
organizers to give the usual suspects a break. 
Members have come up with a number of 
interesting events for the Chapter but these great 
ideas often get passed by due to no one wanting 
to be the shepherd and make this thing happen. 
If you have an idea for an event, don’t think 
you’ll be left out in the cold making it happen. 
There are a lot of “old hands” that will give you 
the needed support to get it going, and plenty of 

PRESIDENT‘S UPDATE

others that will step in and do a lot of the little 
jobs that the helpers are wont to do. We are a 
family, and as they say, many hands make the 
work go faster, or something like that. I think 
there was something about the devil’s workshop 
in there, too. I know there are a lot of good 
ideas out there and they don’t have to include 
cars, either. Well, maybe only as a means to get 
to where the action is, or as an object of beauty 
to admire. So, let’s get those ideas out there and 
get a lot more Buckeyes to be a part of the active 
members who will enjoy the camaraderie that we 
are so good at. I’ve heard a lot of “hey, why don’t 
we ...”. Now we can because we have YOU to 
help organize it.

 The voting is in and I want you to know 
that you have a new Regional Vice-President to 
complain to, and it’s me. I’d like to thank all of 
you who voted for me. I will do my best to 
represent our chapter and our region at the 
National level. To do this I’ll need to know what 
you think I should be working on and fighting 
for with the board. If you have anything you’d 
like to see done or brought up before the BMW 
CCA Board, let me know. My door is always 
open. Well, at least my email inbox is. I’d like to 
thank any of you who voted but didn’t vote for 
me, also. Keeping in touch by voting or having 
your opinion known is important in a club like 
this, and we should all take part in any way 
we can. 
 Our thanks should go out to Mike 
Lingenfelter, our outgoing RVP. Mike put a lot of 
effort into guiding our Region for the past two 
terms, and we owe him a vote of thanks.
 So, let’s all get together at a Buckeye event 
this year and celebrate who we are. Your next 
opportunity will be our spring Tire Rack Street 
Survival event at the end of April; stay tuned for 
more info from Mark. I’ll see you there. ■

“My door is always 
open. Well, at least 
my email inbox is.”

You have just one opportunity this year 
to attend a genuine Buckeye Chapter 
Drivers’ School, so don’t miss out!

August 21-23, 2015 
Registration is open now!
Go to buckeyebmwcca.org and click on Drivers’ Schools, 
then just select the school to sign up on motorsportreg.com
The terrific Saturday Night Dinner is now included! 

Check-in is Friday, August 21 at our headquarters motel, 
Quality Inn and Suites, 419-886-7000

D R I V E R S  O F  A L L  S K I L L  L E V E L S  I N V I T E D !

Join us for the 2015 Buckeye Chapter 

Mid-Ohio 
Drivers’ School
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I have always been a car 
guy, and have owned over 65 
cars in my lifetime. I have had 
five 3-Series, two 5-Series, two 
6-Series and a 7-Series, all 
from around the 1980’s. I have 
always been a scrounger and 
tinkerer. You know, find ‘em, fix 
‘em, get bored and sell ‘em.  
 I usually never make any 
money on them (even if I only charged myself a nickel an hour for 
my labor). But I tell myself that as a hobby what would I get back 
from golf or bowling, with my cars I get back a little, anyway. This 
isn’t reality TV, where they all seem to get mega bucks for every-
thing they sell. Why is it I never seem to find those people in Ohio?
 My youngest daughter is a high school teacher and asked her 
finance class one day, ”How many of you have a car?”
 A good number raised their hands.
 Then she asked, “How many of you still have your first car?” 
This time she got some strange looks.
 She told them, “My dad is a car guy, so I drove four different 
cars in high school. A Corvair, a Jetta, a Sirocco and a MG Midget,” 
and the kids couldn’t believe that there was a car actually called 
a “Midget.” Not a politically correct word in today’s world. She 
explained by saying it was British. One of the hazards of being a 
car guy.
 My wife doesn’t get my hobby and suggested taking money 
from my retirement account and buying a NEW BMW, but what 
fun would that be. I started thinking about it and felt myself being 
drawn over to the dark side. I really didn’t want a NEW car, just a 
newer one. So off to one of the greatest time wasters of the 
information age – Craigslist. I started looking there.
 I wanted another convertible, so it narrowed down my search. 
I wanted a standard shift, so that also limited my search. My 
neighbor had a nice 6-series, but automatic. Almost everything I 
looked at was an automatic. I finally found a very nice 2004 Z4 with 
under 50K miles, 2.5 with 5-speed. It had a car cover in the trunk, 
and you could tell this was a sunny weekend kind of car. But my 
wife hated that it only had two seats and was so “little.” I also 
found a 2008 135i convertible that same week.  The new 3-Series 
are about the size of my old e28 5-Series, and the 1-Series is the 
same size as my e30, so I thought I would take a look at the 135i to 
keep my wife happy. I was really ready to pull the trigger on the Z4. 
 Here is where I got sucked in by that old demon – horsepower. 
I drove that 135 out of the neighborhood and down the road until 

we got out of town and 
on the back roads in the 
country. 
 You know how you’re 
trying to be gentle and 
feel out everything for 
the first few miles and 
be nice? “Go ahead and 
punch it” said the owner, 
“feel those twin turbos.”
 So I did. The steering 

was spot on, and the handling was smooth and the push in my 
back was awesome. I was prepared to not like this car, go home 
and tell my wife the sad news, but instead I said “God, I love 
this car.” 
 I looked at the owner and asked “Did I say that out loud?” 
“I’m afraid you did” he answered, as he started to laugh.
 Car Buying 101 says never say that to the owner unless he is 
a true gearhead and understands your feelings. We haggled over 
the price a little, and I bought the car on the spot. Now all that was 
left to do was to sell my e32 Seven and my e30 Convertible. I listed 
them on Craigslist and sold the Seven three times (twice the person 
backed out the next day) and then sold the convertible to the first 
person who came to look at it. I sold both for more than I paid 
for them originally, but, you know, with all the parts and labor in 
between… I never make money on cars.
 I do have a nicer looking car. I have a lot of fun driving my 
“cabriolet,” and my grandkids love it. But I have turned into the 
person I used to make fun of, who always has the top down. “If the 
windows can be down then the top can be down” is my motto.
 But you know what I miss about my old cars?  Every time I 
go out to start my “new” car, it starts. It doesn’t leave its mark 
everywhere I park it, and I don’t have to crawl under to see what 
is leaking. The heater and air work every time I need them, and I 
don’t have to hold my breath any time I turn something on. What 
kind of fun is that? When I drive down the street and see another 
1 Series I wave and usually get ignored or looked at like “Who 
was that?” In my e30 I would get honks, waves, and light flashes 
(sometimes all at the same time). It didn’t matter the age or sex of 
the other driver, either. Sometimes we would pull into a parking lot 
or the side of the road and just chat about our cars. Some of this 
is forgotten when I’m on an empty strip of road and I can punch 
it, feel those turbos kick in and fly. Horsepower is intoxicating, but I 
miss the feeling of being connected to others through my “old” car.  
 My problem now is: What will I tinker with when that urge to 
twist those sockets hits? Maybe I need a project… ■

by Dave Anderson

AND THE CURSE OF CONSISTENCY

OF CRAIGSLIST, CABRIOS
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Tim at speed.

       espite my lack of consistent attention, the 
       automotive technology landscape has been 
changing. The Prius popularized the idea that a 
US car could be propelled by something other than exclusively gasoline. 
Diesels made a comeback here in the US. Companies are trying hydrogen 
and fuel cell technology. The electric cars are going to be on their second 
or third generation before we know it. A few friends of mine who aren’t 
into cars are all jazzed up about the Tesla – it’s sexy! It’s fast! It doesn’t use gas! 
The conversation about how the car moves is no longer around adding cams, 
direct injection, or valves per cylinder. Things are changing, and changing fast. 
 I like cars the way they are now, though. I’m used to the gas station. 
Sometimes I get a Coke or a donut. On the other hand, I did love my Sizzler race 
set when I was a kid. That was electric, right?
 Via the miracle of social media, I was offered the chance to drive a new i3, 
BMW’s electric car, for a few days. What would possess Jake Sweeney to give 
random people (and I’m pretty random) a new car to drive for a few days, I will 
never know. But I’m more than willing to take advantage of their lack of thinking 
things through. 
 The i3 is battery powered, and can travel about 80-90 miles on a full charge. You can charge it via a 
regular wall socket, or buy a piece of equipment from BMW which will fully charge the car quickly. The car I 
borrowed had the optional range extender – a small gas engine used as a generator to give an additional 
70 miles of range. Charging from a regular outlet takes a while – at my house I would say close to 
24 hours. I would say you need the 220 charger, or the BMW super charger, if you owned one.

So what is it like to drive?
The best part of the car, by far, is the driving experience (I know, shocking. 
Oh wait, that was funny). The performance can be brisk, even in 
“Comfort” mode. The little gizmo will MOVE if you give it some 
gas, I mean electrons!? The steering is tight, and the car 
corners very flat. I’ve never driven a Prius or Smart Car, but 
I can’t imagine they are nearly as fun. The i3 looks like it 
would be tippy due to its height, but it isn’t – all the 
batteries are mounted low in the chassis.
 Part of the fun of the experience is the 
complete lack of engine or driveline noise. I 
know that sounds strange coming from a person 
with a 2002tii, but it feels very futuristic to blast 
away from a stoplight silently, trailing zero 
exhaust. We all know that companies like 
BMW are spending loads of development time 
and money making their cars drive smooth and 
seamlessly, especially the more luxurious models. 
Smoothness is inherent in the i3. Think of what is 
doesn’t have – starter, crankshaft, pistons, valves, 
transmission, diff, exhaust system, etc. There are very few 
moving parts, if you think about it. The driving sensation reminds 
me of driving in a convertible with the top up. You can hear the outside 
world more than in a regular car. 

by Scott Aaron

A few days with the i3…
driving tomorrow’s future 

(back in November)

D
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 The visibility out the front and sides are excellent, and from a size and “funky fac-
tor”, it reminded us of our old ’06 MINI Cooper S. The interior seems spacious for 
a smaller car, and the higher seating position and glass area make it seem open and 
airy. The “dash” is basically two screens. Very futuristic. The styling inside and out 
succeeds in telegraphing to the public that this isn’t a “regular” car. No one that saw 
it thought it was nice looking, though. “Funky” is the most charitable way I 
can describe it. It does look technologically advanced, too. The interior is made 

of recycled or sustainable materials. All very forward-looking, and when the 
doors are open you can see the carbon-fiber tub. 

What is it like, day-to-day?
The daily experience is not unlike having a classic or vintage car, in that you 
are no longer in the “turn the key and go without a thought or care” group of 
motorists. You are in the “kind of thinking about my car here a little bit” group 
of motorists. You have to think about where you’re going; how far is it, do I 
have enough range to get there and back, that sort of thing. Great if you don’t 
drive long distances. Once there are charging stations everywhere, things will 
be better. 
   Just as your gas car is tethered to gas stations, the i3 is tethered to the grid. 

You are really just replacing one source of power with another. It is pretty to cool to 
have your home be the power source, though. It’s like having your own gas station. 

 The biggest compliment to BMW is that the car, while so different in terms 
of propulsion, works as well as any other car. The heat works, the radio is 

fine, there are no glitches whatsoever. Gas powered cars have had over 100 
years of development time, and the i3 has had nowhere near that, and you 
would never know it.

Who is this thing for, anyway?
If you have a fairly short commute, you really like technology, you 
are really into the green aspect of the i3, and you get a charge out 
of having a car that is superior in some ways to nearly all other 
cars, this car could be for you. Oh and you have like $50K to spend 
on a car that can go 70 miles (if you don’t drive too hard, and it 
isn’t too cold out). I would say having another car that you can 
drive to Chicago for the weekend wouldn’t be a bad thing, either. 
    Honestly, if the range were two or three times the current, the 
styling was a little cooler, and the price wasn’t the same as a 335i 
convertible, I think BMW would sell a ton of them, based on the 

driving experience, green-factor, and novelty.
     Case in point, my 16 year-old son and his friends aren’t really 

into cars. Which is what I hear auto companies are concerned about. 
But my son liked the i3. Maybe it was the screens? Teens and screens – it’s a thing. He 

did like the technology, and that it is green(er) technology. I could actually see him getting 
excited about the i3, which might be good news for BMW. It is a different customer (at least 

potentially) than their current customer. A buyer that is jazzed by technology, and the promise 
of the technology, vs. a luxury or luxury/performance buyer. 

 All in all, the i3 is an intriguing car. It shows that the future of motoring will include a 
variety of propulsion systems, yielding differing driving experiences, and that is no bad thing. ■
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Holiday 
Party

R E M E M B E R E D

The i8 
looks 

iMazing
�

Catching a few Z’s �

�The wide view, courtesy of Mark Morris

Thanks again, Lance and Diane!
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Join us for the first party of the driving season 
as we slip out of the battery tenders, slap 
on a fresh coat of wax, and hit the 
            fun roads for   the 2015

Spring 
Kick-off 
Party

     Saturday, May 9
                   3 pm until ?
At the home of Dohn & Marsha Roush
9385 Woodledge Pt., Dayton, Ohio 45458
Food and soft drinks provided, BYOB. Don’t miss it!

tThe ‘70s were a classic time for BMW

�Anthony takes the 328 for a spin
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BMW CCA Buckeye Chapter 
2014 Financial Statements

The first question is: What the heck is an HPDE? 
It is a High Performance Driving Event, also known as a Drivers’ 
School. Buckeye Chapter holds HPDEs each year at Mid-Ohio Sports 
Car Course, in Lexington, Ohio, near Mansfield. Think of it as a
weekend of advanced driver training, with a personal instructor, on 
a professional track, in a carefully controlled environment. It is NOT 
a racing event; it is about learning to be a better driver.
OK, got that. Second question: Will I hurt my car?
As a novice you likely will not see speeds that will do more than 
scuff the edges of your tires a bit, but as you progress there will 
be more tire and brake wear. You are not hurting your car; you are 
learning the car’s, and your, capabilities, which will better prepare 
you to avoid hurting yourself, your car, or others when you’re 
sharing the road with the usual mix of texters, make-up appliers, 
book readers, and otherwise distracted boneheads, er, drivers.
Do I have to drive a BMW to participate? 
No. Our schools accept any brand of car, provided it is in proper 
condition. For safety reasons we cannot accept convertibles (unless 
equipped with a full racing cage), or SUVs (SAVs, whatever.)
Do I need to modify my car to do an HPDE? 
Absolutely not. We strongly recommend that you use your daily 
driver, with the standard tires, as you don’t need to be learning 
the car at the same time you are learning new driving skills. Before 
the event you will need to get your car inspected to certify that all 
systems are functioning properly, your brakes and tires are in good 
condition, and your brake fluid is fresh.
Will I have to drive fast? 
The school is about learning better driving skills. Your instructor 
will coach you in the finer points of braking, turning, situational 
awareness and smoothness. Your speed will naturally increase as 
your level of ability increases, but our objective is to make you a 
better and safer driver, not just a fast driver. If you want to drive 
fast, or even eventually become a racer, these schools will give you 
the foundation of skills necessary to make you a successful racer.
Will I be on the track with a bunch of hotshoes?
Depending on the event, drivers are placed into one of either 
three or four classes, based on their experience and the car they are 
driving. The most experienced with the fastest cars go in group A; 
B students are advanced intermediate or experienced drivers with 
slower cars; and so on. Each group has its own classroom and track 
sessions. In addition, we work hard to pair drivers with instructors 
who are best suited to the student’s experience level and needs.
How do I sign up? 
Go to our web site, buckeyebmwcca.org, and click on Driving 
Schools, find the date of the school you want to attend, and click to 
be taken to motorsportreg.com. Fill out the forms and you’re in! Our 
web site also has all the information, inspection forms and other  
materials you’ll need. Hope to see you there!

HPDEFAQS
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CINCINNATI AREA NEWS
Mark Jeanmougin, Cincinnati Area Vice-Governor
Hello BMW CCA Members!
 My name is Mark Jeanmougin. You may 
know me from Street Survival, Oktoberfest 
2012, or other events. After lurking in the 
shadows for seven years, I’ve now been elected 
Governor of the Cincinnati Area of the 
Buckeye Chapter of the BMW CCA. Thank 
you for the trust you’ve placed in me through 
this election.
 Tire Rack Street Survival is coming up 
soon. This April, we’ll be training some young 
drivers in Mason, OH and always need students,
volunteers, and coaches. You don’t have to be 
crazy to help out; we’ll train you. If you aren’t 
familiar, it’s a one day training program for
16-21 year olds to teach them to be safer 
drivers. Some of our volunteers have retired 
and we’ll need people to step into those shoes!
 Your Vice Governor, Michael Trevor (our 
outgoing Governor), and I are putting together 
a list of events for 2015. We’re at five pages 
so far!
 We’ve got lots of events for our track 
junkies and car nuts. We need some help 
planning some things for those that don’t care 
about the differences between 10w60 and 
wd40, and wouldn’t know what to do with
ATE Super Blue. If that sounds like you, please 
email me (markjx@gmail.com) We have some 
ideas for social events (Vineyard, Bed & 
Breakfast, etc) and need some help planning!
 If you aren’t hearing from the club regularly, 
please get in touch with my gmail address and 
I’ll add you to the email list. We also have 
the “Buckeye Chapter, BMW CCA” group 
on Facebook. 
 For monthly meetings, we hope to go 
back to Turn In Concepts, Enthusiast Auto 
Group, Jake Sweeney BMW, and The BMW 
Store. If I get some planning help, I’m really 
excited about a meeting at Cincinnati’s
Motorsports Country Club for some great 
outdoor karting.
 We have two events proposed for 2015 
that I’m particularly excited about, but I’m 
going to need your help pulling them off. So, 

please let me know that you’re interested! If 
you can help plan, that’s even better! The first 
is a overnight trip to a Vineyard or Bed &
Breakfast. Maybe meet our cousins from 
Columbus down in Hocking Hills?
 Some of the fairer members wanted to do 
a Spa Day. While they’re getting pampered, I 
thought the rest of us could get one of
Cincinnati’s detailers to show us how to pamper 
our cars. Sound like a plan?
 I hope you guys are as excited as I am 
about the upcoming year! Attend a new event 
in 2015! ■

COLUMBUS AREA NEWS
George Saylor, Columbus Area Governor
Like many other Buckeye Chapter members, I 
fled to the warm climate of the South during 
the recent spate of inclement Ohio weather. A 
couple of weeks in West Palm Beach, and then 
a few days In St. Petersburg. 70’s in WPB, but 

– continued
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although I frequently mention a potential, 
future swap of an LS motor into my E39, I’m 
now not so sure it would go smoothly.
 In the same issue of the Roundel our North 
Central Regional VP, Mike Lingenfelter, wrote 
his last column. Mike became NCRVP around 
the same time I became President of the 
Buckeye Chapter. Mike had been very active 
in the Hoosier Chapter, and the transition to 
a National office position was well-deserved. 
Mike communicated proficiently and often 
with the Chapters in the North Central 
Region. He was of great assistance to me as I 
struggled with my ‘presidential duties’ for the 
Buckeye Chapter. Mike has, and will continue 
to be, a tremendous asset to the BMW CCA 
community. I wish him well and thank him for 
his service to our members. If you have an 
opportunity, I strongly recommend you read 
his column – Across The Board - in the 
February issue. ■

DAYTON AREA NEWS
Mark Morris, Dayton Area Vice-Governor
The Dayton area has been hibernating through 
the cold winter months. Some have been 
lucky to head south to enjoy warmth. Spring 
will be here sooner than we realize.
 Area elections were held at the February 
meeting. It was voted to maintain our existing 
leadership of Nick and Mark. We continue to 
meet at Brixx Ice Company most of the time, 
be we venture out to dealerships or other 
interesting places. At this time no plans have 
been made for alternate meeting locations 
for this year. As soon as plans are made, they 
will be added to the chapter calendar on the 
Buckeye web page. Reminder emails are sent 
for meetings and special activities, and will list 
when we are going to different places. If you 
aren’t on the Dayton area email list and would 
like to be, send a request to be added to Mark 
at bmwcca@morrises.com and you will be 
added. Please include you name so we know 
who you are.
 Spring will be here soon. Before we know 
it we will be getting our cars cleaned up and 
it will be time to enjoy driving the Ultimate 
Driving Machines. ■

when we got to St. Pete it was freezing: 
53 degrees. All the natives were wearing 
sweaters and coats while the snowbirds were 
wearing shorts and swim suits. Luckily the 
pools were heated (but not the Gulf).
 West Palm Beach is always fascinating, 
since I like to check out what the locals are 
driving. A few years ago I saw a Ferrari FF. 
There are the usual Mercedes, Rolls, and 
Porsches. This year it seems that Tesla’s and 
Maserati’s are the popular cars. And if you 
want a good deal on a M-B E350, there’s a 
zillion late-model used ones available. Since 
it was warm, I had the windows down in my 
car, and a new BMW pulled alongside at an 
intersection. Then it got weird – the engine 
stopped. Oh, it’s one of them new-fangled 
BMWs with Start-Stop, or whatever they call 
the latest attempt at fuel and emissions savings.
 For our winter monthly meetings we 
have been having a fairly good turnout of 
members, even with temps around 0 degrees. 
Unfortunately February was our last meeting 
at the Winking Lizard for a few months, as it is 
being totally renovated. Our alternate locale is 
the Hofbrauhaus. While the selection of beer 
is not as extensive as the Lizard’s, there’s lots 
of it, as they brew on site. Good German food 
is served along with live music and a festive 
atmosphere.
 I always like to use this column to mention 
our members. Our own Bill Woods is now 
Judge Woods. Bill was elected to serve as a 
Judge in the Franklin County Court of Common 
Pleas. Quite a capstone to an impressive career.  
 In the February issue of the Roundel two of 
our members received mentions. Dohn Roush, 
our esteemed Driving Light newsletter editor, 
wrote a “letter to the editor” and included the 
cover photo from our recent Winter edition of 
the DL. Alas, Editor Carlson did not respond, 
as he was probably smirking at the Ohio 
weather from his Southern California home.  
 Gary Derian of the Columbus Area was 
featured in an article about his E34/LS1 swap. 
The article did a very good job documenting 
the tribulations of mating German and 
American automotive products together as 
one. A lot of work went into Gary’s car, and 

Disclaimer: Neither the Buckeye 
Chapter nor BMW CCA, Inc. is 
affiliated with BMW AG or BMW NA 
or any other commercial enterprise. 
The statements contained herein 
are solely the words of the authors, 
and no endorsement or guarantee of 
fitness is implied by their publication. 
Some modifications described herein 
may void your warranty, or violate State 
or Federal laws for street applications. 
If in doubt about any repair or 
modification, consult your dealer or 
other expert before undertaking it. 
All articles are the opinion of the 
authors, and modifications outlined 
herein might void warranties, anger 
the neighbors or invoke plagues of 
locusts. Some exclusions may apply, 
your mileage may vary.

George sent this for the benefit 
of those of us who didn’t go to 
Florida. Nice legs, big guy.



GIRLS GONE 
DRIVING

by 
Nicky Schardt

“It’s one thing to get beat by your buddy;
it’s another thing to get beaten by a rookie girl.”
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Come Drive With Me
The new IMSA-sanctioned Tudor race series, 
now in its second year, has grown to include 
not only some of the fastest, finest sports cars 
in the world, but they also have the most 
female drivers per capita. Between the Tudor 
United, Continental Challenge, Prototype 
Lites, Ferrari Challenge, Lamborghini Super 
Trofeo, GT3 Cup US and GT3 Cup CA, there 
are over a half a dozen registered female 
drivers currently driving in the U.S.-based 
series. As great as this sounds, finding this 
many women on the track at a professional

level is still a fairly new phenomenon in the 
States, but why?! 
 By comparison, only one driver, Danica 
Patrick, has broken the glass ceiling for pro 
female drivers in NASCAR, and only four 
female drivers run in the Xfinity series, 
Camping World Truck series or other smaller 
U.S.-based “stock car” race series. The 24 Hours 
of Le Mans has had 54 women registered to 
race since 1930, although only 36 were running 
at the finish. Only six female drivers have 
participated in Formula One racing since 
1950, although only two of them actually 
started a race. Susie Wolff is the only current 
Formula One test driver, and she often 
competes in DTM as well. Simona de Silvestro 
and Pippa Mann are the only two women 
carrying the torch in Indy Car these days. As 
a woman, if you have plans to become a pro 
driver, you’d better have lots of talent, lots of 
cash, and come from a very well-known gene 
pool in order to compete with the “big boys.”  
 Despite the myths, women are perfectly 
well suited to race. We are typically smaller and 
weigh less than our male counterparts. We 
don’t need an inordinate amount of upper body 

strength since the advent of power steering in 
race cars. Additionally, women tend to be very 
methodical students. The danger level is low 
and the adrenaline rush is high – what’s not to 
love about driving?! 
 Believe it or not, there actually is a 
development program for female drivers in the 
U.S. The group is limited to stock car racing 
under NASCAR, and drivers are lumped into 
a group consisting of “multicultural” men and 
women. I’m all for diversity, on many levels, 
but it’s clear that there aren’t that many doors 
available to open for women who want to race. 
Admittedly, I didn’t get into amateur racing 
until I met husband, but mostly because he 
actually owned a race car. My first break into 
racing was lucky, romantic obligations aside, 
but I worked very hard to get and stay there – 

my Rookie award, 3rd place finish and “Hard 
Charger” award were more than most men 
achieve in their racing debut, but that also 
caused some problems…
 After my first race, one of the other drivers 
approached my husband. Steve didn’t know 
what to think. Did I do something wrong 
on the track? Did I miss some minute racing 
etiquette? Instead he was told, “It’s one thing 
to get beat by your buddy; it’s another thing 
to get beaten by a rookie girl.” Thankfully the 
driver was a friend, and laughing while he 
spoke, but all fun aside, someone’s ego was 
bruised. I can only hope that pro racers are 
more respectful of their fellow drivers, but 
egos seem to get even larger at that level.  
 To this day I still get odd looks from 
strangers who are amazed that I change my 
own brakes, jump in student’s cars, or help 
build wheels at pro races. I could blame my 
family for my pioneering spirit, but I wouldn’t 
change a thing. So if this story has inspired 
you, and you have a desire to get on a race 
track, even for a couple of laps, come look for 
me in the tricked-out black M3 – it’s not my 
husband’s, it’s mine! ■
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